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Media Release                 
For immediate release – 29th July 2008
Unhappy Anniversary
One year ago the members of the United Nations Security Council unanimously passed resolution 1769, sanctioning the biggest peacekeeping operation of all time. The United Nations African Union Mission in Darfur (UNAMID), promised to secure the humanitarian operation and protect Darfur’s civilians from further acts of genocide.
Instead, according to a report released by the Darfur Consortium to mark the anniversary, the force is “in danger of becoming the world’s latest broken promise”.
The report catalogues a series of incidents in which a severely under resourced UNAMID was unable to act to prevent or respond to serious acts of violence. Attacks on civilians, including sexual abuse, looting and banditry continue in Darfur. Many Darfuris find little refuge in the camps to which they have fled and are frequently attacked when they leave the camp to collect firewood. Such instances seriously erode confidence in the mission’s ability to protect civilians. 

The report claims that the failings of UNAMID are not due to incompetence, but a lack of vital resources. Only 9000 of the 26,000 promised peacekeepers have been deployed. They are operating in a region the size of France without the use of helicopters or air transport. This not only renders the force vulnerable to attack, but unable to effectively protect civilians, or distribute lifesaving aid to those displaced by the conflict.
The report also claims that peacekeepers are finding it difficult to perform the dual roles of soldiers and policemen required of them due to their small numbers. The Australian government recently announced that the deployment of nine military officers – Australia’s only contribution to the mission – will be suspended due to security concerns. 
DAN Director Sarah Hellings was adamant that UNAMID is not doomed to failure.  ‘Where UNAMID troops are able to successfully perform their role, instances of violence are down,’ Ms Hellings said.  ‘Now, more than ever, Australia and the international community have a responsibility to step up efforts in the region. Australia has the expertise and the resources, helicopters in particular, to make a dramatic difference to the security of the operation in Darfur.’  

The report argues that amongst other measures, donor countries, including Australia must still provide the necessary basic equipment, including helicopters to UNAMID. These contributions will be essential to allowing the peacekeepers to protect civilians.

For one year, the people of Darfur have been waiting for the words of the international community to become a reality. To take Australia’s lead and refuse to commit troops when the success of the force hinges on more resources makes a mockery of the resolution passed one year ago.  
The Darfur Australia Network (DAN)

The Darfur Australia Network is an association of refugees from Darfur and concerned Australians.  We aim to raise awareness about the suffering and continuing injustice in Darfur and advocate for increased Australian and international pressure to stop the genocide in Darfur.

For more information please contact Sarah Hellings at sarah@darfuraustralia.org
To arrange an interview please contact Jen Ward at media@darfuraustralia.org or on 0421 048 035.
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