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Darfur Australia Network: Newsletter: JUNE 2009
Welcome to DAN’s second newsletter of the year!  
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Meagan Rathgeber, one of our amazing Multaga Darfur volunteers and part of Team Darfur in Run Melbourne.  Copyright Heidi Ernst, 2008.

TEAM DARFUR – RUN MELBOURNE.

A big thank you to all the volunteers and supporters who have become involved with Team Darfur for the 2009 Run Melbourne!  Volunteers and community members are walking and running 5 and 10 kilometers on June 28th to raise much-needed money for the Darfur Australia Network.  You can still join Team Darfur via the Run Melbourne website http://runmelbourne.com.au, or sponsor us at: www.ourcommunity.com.au/dan 
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CONGRATUATIONS ALPHA LISIMBA! 
Congratulations to DAN’s President Alpha Lisimba, who recently received his Masters in International Relations at Deakin University.  Alpha’s minor thesis was on examining the case for genocide and crimes against humanity against Omar al-Bashir.  An active member of both DAN and the Darfuri community, and a tireless worker for peace and justice in Darfur, Alpha came to Australia in 2000 on the Special Humanitarian Program.   
Alpha has been accepted as a PhD candidate at Monash University.  Once again, congratulations Alpha!

Left: Alpha Lisimba at the Far to Here Launch.  Copyright Meagan Rathgeber 2009.  
FAR TO HERE CANBERRA

The photography exhibition, featuring works by, and portraits of the Darfuri community is heading to Canberra.  Far to Here will be shown in the Presiding Officers’ Exhibition Area, Parliament House, from June 17th to July 3rd.  If you’re heading to Canberra or got friends up there, spread the word, or check out the exhibition www.fartohere.com!  
CRISIS HUB
Community members and DAN volunteers have enhanced their skills in advocacy and engaging the media thanks to workshops run by the Humanitarian Crisis Hub.  As well as offering a chance to become more involved with the broader Australian community, this training goes towards one of DAN’s main objective: to empower the Darfui community to advocate for their cause.      

UPCOMING EVENTS…
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Nutrition Classes, back by popular demand!  Copyright Kristian Scott, 2007.
Nutrition Classes

Nutrition classes for the community are back by popular demand!  A challenge which is often overlooked in relocating to a new country is complete unfamiliarity with local food.   DAN’s nutrition classes provide members of the Darfuri community with basic information about local food, nutrition content, as well as cooking classes.  The classes were first run in 2007 and have been one of DAN’s most requested activities.

Swimming Classes

Also by request DAN has organised swimming classes at Dandenong Oasis swimming pool. Lessons will provide Darfuri women a chance to learn to swim and improve their physical and social wellbeing.  Thank you to Meagan Rathgeber and other members of Multaga Darfur for organising the lessons!

SITUATION UPDATE
The situation in Darfur continues to be dangerous for civilians, aid workers and peacekeepers.  Since aid workers were ejected from the country two months ago, little effort has been made by the Sudanese Government to support its promise that it would replace the aid workers.  The food, water, shelter and medical shortages in the IDP camps in Darfur are expected to be exacerbated with the oncoming rainy season, another crisis in this ongoing humanitarian disaster.  As attacks on aid workers continue, the obvious concern aid agencies have for their staff jeopardises food delivery to vulnerable people in remote areas.   In more welcome news, 500 Bangladeshi troops and policemen have joined UNAMID.  This good news is qualified by the fact that even with these numbers the force still does not have enough resources to carry out its mandate and protect the civilians of Darfur.  
Contact DAN
If you wish to contact DAN:

www.darfuraustralia.org
contact@darfuraustralia.org
(03) 8060 5659

