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Media Release 4/03/2011


Sudanese Government incites violence against Darfuris in Libya.
One hundred refugees from Sudan’s Darfur region have been killed in neighboring Libya. The death toll rises as anti-Gaddafi protestors are being manipulated by the Government of Sudan amidst growing chaos and violence. Without careful and considered engagement in the crisis the international community risks allowing the rebellion in Libya to morph into violent ethnic conflict, warns the Darfur Australia Network.

Seventeen Darfuris are currently missing in the towns of Masrata and Tripoli. The Darfuris are victims of violence from anti-Gaddafi protesters, who wrongly believe the Darfuris to be pro-Gaddafi mercenaries spurred on by allegations from the Sudanese Government.

Sudan Foreign Ministry spokesman Khalid Musa has fuelled anti-Darfuri sentiment in Libya, telling Reuters last week, "There are elements from the Darfur rebels involved with the unfortunate events happening in Libya right now”. The ministry has not been able to provide any proof to back up these claims. This accusation has been strongly refuted by Darfur rebel groups and the Australian Darfur Community who have family ties in Libya.

The ploy to incite violence amongst anti-Gaddafi protestors is the latest sinister maneuver by the Sudanese Government, who for the past 8 years has systematically targeted Darfuri civilians resulting in 300,000 deaths and over 2.5 million people displaced. Many of these Darfuris have ended up in Libya only to find themselves targeted again.

Darfur community members in Australia are distressed about the danger facing friends and family in Libya, says Yahya Abdelkarim, Darfur Community Association of Australia Secretary and Board member for the Darfur Australia Network. 
“We are very fearful for our families’ lives. My Uncle has been staying in his house for seven days. He expects to be attacked or killed if he goes outside. We need the International Community to protect the Darfuris who have been brought into this conflict by no fault of their own.” 
Abdellah Salih, another Darfur Community member in Australia said of his brother, “He has been locked in his house for 2 weeks and is running out of food. He cannot go outside his house as he believes he will die. It is a very difficult situation, there is nowhere for them to go.”

The Darfur Australia Network calls on the Australian Government and the international community to appeal to protesters to refrain from targeting refugees caught up in the chaos, and to fulfill it’s responsibility to protect all people caught up in the escalating crisis. 

“We appeal to the international community not to arm the Libyan rebellion directly, given the risks that this may fuel ethnic violence for years to come. Instead the international community should protect the people of Libya through targeted sanctions, heavy diplomacy and possibly the enforcement of a no-fly zone.” Says Sherona Parkinson, Darfur Australia Network Director.

Darfur Australia Network also calls on the international community to exert diplomatic pressure on the Government of Sudan to stop fuelling violence against Darfuris in Libya.

For media enquiries please contact: Sherona Parkinson 0407 871 698 / sherona@darfuraustralia.org 
      or Yahya Abdelkarim 0401 585 080


End.
About the Darfur Australia Network

The Darfur Australia Network is a not-for-profit, independent, community organisation run by members of Australia’s emerging Darfur community and concerned volunteers from the broader Australian community. 

Since its establishment in May 2006 DAN has become the most visible organisation advocating about Australia’s response to the Darfur conflict and one of the few organisations proactively engaging the Darfur community in its activities and management.

DAN’s vision is for sustainable peace, justice and reconciliation in Darfur, and the protection of those affected by the conflict, regardless of circumstance, from human rights abuse.
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