
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Welcome to your DAN newsletter 

 

 
Global Day for Darfur 
 

To mark the fifth anniversary of the 
Darfur conflict, campaign groups 
around the world held awareness 
raising events around the theme 
“Stop Violence Against Children in 
Darfur!”  
 
DAN and a group of high school 
students known as Youth Against 
Violence in Darfur (YAVID) held a 
rally in Melbourne on Sunday 13 
April. YAVID members wearing t-
shirts emblazoned with a child’s 
handprint froze in various public 
places around the city to draw 
attention to the plight of the young 

ople affected by the conflict.  pe
 
 

 

Dear Supporter, 
 
 

Although the crisis in Darfur and 
the surrounding areas of Sudan 
continues to worsen, the 
international community is 
becoming dangerously 
complacent. Attacks continue 
and the death toll has climbed 
past 300,000, yet the Security 
Council sanctioned United 
Nations African Union Mission in 
Darfur (UNAMID) remains 
under-resourced and ineffective.  
 

For a situation update go to: 
http://www.darfuraustralia.org/da
rfur/currentsituation 
 

Now, more than ever, 
Australians need to remind 
politicians Australia can stand 
beside the people of Darfur.  
 

The Darfur Australia Network 
(DAN) is a not-for-profit, 
independent community 
organisation run by members of 
Australia’s emerging Darfuri 
community and members of the 
broader Australian community. 
DAN runs a range of advocacy 
programs and community based 
activities designed to assist in 
the resettlement of Darfuri 
refugees and build solidarity 
between the Australian people 
and the people of Darfur. 

 
 
 

RECENT ACTIVITIES 
DAN moves to Ross House 
 

ATTENTION: We have moved! 
 
 

You can now find us at: 
Room 1.3, Ross House 
247 Flinders Lane, Melbourne 
Tel: +61 (0)3 8060 5659 

 
WELCOME 

RECENT 
ACTIVITIES 

• DAN moves to 
Ross House 

• Global Day 
for Darfur 

• Computer 
classes 

• In the media 

UPCOMING 
EVENTS 

• DAN Benefit 
Dinner 18 July 

• Contribute 
goods for 
Auction 

• DAN Benefit 
Appeal  

GET INVOLVED 

• Where your 
money goes 

• Working 
Groups  
 
THANKYOU 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 
 UPCOMING EVENTS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 
Computer classes  
 
 

Jessica Light and the Multaga Darfur Working Group 
(which roughly translates as “the community coming 
together for Darfur”) have been running a computer 
club on Wednesday nights. The classes run from 
5:30–7:00pm at DAN’s new office at Ross House in 
Flinders Lane and are followed by a brief Multaga 
Darfur meeting. New participants and volunteers 
welcome!  
 

To register your interest contact:  

jodi@darfuraustralia.org.    
 
DAN in the media 
 
 

DAN members have recently had two opinion pieces 
published in the media. The first, written by DAN 
Vice President Alpha Lisimba, discusses China’s 
role in the Darfur conflict. The second, by Sarah 
Hellings and Alex Bellamy discusses Australia’s 
responsibility to protect the people of Darfur.  
 
China's role in Darfur Deadly – Canberra Times, 
6th May 2008 
 

http://canberra.yourguide.com.au/news/opinion/edito
rial/general/chinas-role-in-darfur-
deadly/132639.aspx 
 
Australia is Failing the People of Darfur – The 
Age, 20th June 2008 
 

http://www.theage.com.au/opinion/australia-is-
failing-the-people-of-darfur-20080619-
2tmb.html?page=-1 
 

DAN Needs Your Support! 
 

DAN needs your help to ensure we have sufficient 
funding for another year to continue its valuable work. 
We are running two fundraising projects over the next 
few months including an appeal (from 20 June–31 
July) and a Benefit Dinner on the evening of Friday 18 
July.  
 
DAN Benefit Dinner 
 

Come and pay tribute to the strength of the Darfuri 
people and contribute to the essential work of the 
Darfur Australia Network in supporting the voices of 
the Darfur community in Australia. Your contribution 
will make a difference! 
 

Doors open at 6:00pm for light refreshments which will 
be followed by dinner, entertainment, a live auction 
and guest speakers. 
 

Tickets can be purchased ($60 / $40 concession or 
$80 with additional donation) on our website at:  
 

www.darfuraustralia.org/events/dinner  
 

Further details will be circulated in a flyer later next 
week or are available on the DAN website.  
 
Contribute goods to DAN for Auction 
 

DAN volunteers are compiling a variety of baskets and 
other auction items for the benefit dinner. We would 
welcome any donations! For more information email 
jodi@darfuraustralia.org. 
 
DAN Benefit Appeal (20 June-31 July) 
 
DAN is not able to provide tax deductable receipts 
because of the advocacy work that we do. It is 
therefore extremely difficult for us to raise funds to 
support our important work.  
  
Any donation great or small will make a large 
contribution to the ongoing work of the Darfur Australia 
Network.   
 
There are a number of ways that you can donate. To 
find out how, visit our website:  
 
http://www.darfuraustralia.org/action/appeal 
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tel: +61 (0)3 8060 5659 
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Postal address: 
PO Box 1249 
Collingwood VIC 3066 
 
Sarah Hellings 
Director 

 

sarah@darfuraustralia.org 
 
 Matthew Phillips 
 

 Protection Coordinator 

 
    

      matt@darfuraustralia.org 
    

                       Cassy Polimeni   

           Editor 

    

         newsletter@darfuraustralia.org 
   

      Volunteer Enquiries 
 

     volunteer@darfuraustralia.org 

                             Media Enquiries 

 

          media@darfuraustralia.org 

$500 provides airfares and 
accommodation for two members 
of the Darfuri community to travel 
to Canberra and meet with 
politicians. 
 
DAN Working Groups 

 

Depending on your area of 
interest or expertise, you may 
want to get involved with one of 
the five following working groups:  

\ 
1. Policy Research and Advocacy  
2. Outreach (Campaigns, Media, 
Education & Events)  
3. Community Support and 
Capacity Building  
4. Organisational Development 
(Fundraising, Volunteer 
Management, Newsletter 
Production, Office Administration 
etc.)  
 

Each working group will meet 
twice monthly.  
 

If you would like to get involved or 
find out more about the way DAN 
operates drop us a line at 
volunteer@darfuraustralia.org. 
 
Thankyou! 
 
 

Thank you for your continued 
support of the Darfur Australia 
Network. Please feel free to visit 
our office during business hours. If 
you’d like to find out more about 
any of the DAN activities or events 
mentioned here email 
contact@darfuraustralia.org or call 
the Melbourne office on +61 (0)3 
8060 5659. 

 GET INVOLVED
 

Where your money goes 
 
 
 

$10 allows community members 
to attend DAN training and 
awareness raising events. 
$20 covers the costs of one 
community computer training 
session to ensure the Darfuri 
community builds computer 
literacy necessary for obtaining 
rewarding employment.  
$25 covers the costs of one 
community cooking class per 
person. Classes are offered 
weekly basis to educate the 
Darfuri community about fresh 
foods available in Australia 
and how to achieve a balanced 
diet for adults and children. 
$30 buys a fair trade soccer ball 
for use in soccer training 
sessions in the Darfuri 
community. Training sessions 
allow community members to 
congregate and enjoy a healthy 
lifestyle while gaining new skills 
from our talented coach. 
$50 allows us to distribute an 
education kit about the Darfur 
crisis to a school or community 
group, coupled with a visiting 
lecture from a member of DAN. 
$100 covers the cost of one 
child attending a 6 week 
community arts project. The 
2008 project  “Tomorrow’s 
Eyes” focuses on teaching 
children how to use cameras to 
capture their world through 
photographs. The photos will 
feature in an exhibition to 
showcase the experiences and 
creative talents of young people 
from the Darfuri community. 
$200 allows a representative 
from the Darfuri community to 
undertake expert media training 
to assist them with responding 
to journalists and articulating 
their opinions effectively. 


