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Media Release                 
For immediate release – 30th March 2008
Australia’s “positive first step” in Darfur
Australian Prime Minister Kevin Rudd has announced that Australia is joining the peacekeeping effort in Darfur.  Nine military officers will head to the region as part of the United Nations-African Union Mission in Darfur (UNAMID).

Sending personnel, despite the Australian Defence Force’s multiple commitments, demonstrates the Federal Government recognition of the urgency of the situation in Darfur.  It is also symbolic of Australia’s commitment to human rights, and the international community’s responsibility to protect the people of Darfur. 

The Darfur Australia Network welcomes the Australian Government’s contribution to the peacekeeping force as a positive first step.  We now encourage the Government to contribute in other meaningful ways.  
“By committing personnel, the Australian Government has acted as a responsible member of the international community” DAN Vice-President Alpha Lisimba said.  
“On his upcoming visit to China, we implore the Prime Minister to encourage President Hu, to use China’s unrivalled influence on the Sudanese Government to remove the political obstructions to the peacekeeping force.” 
Mr Lisimba also urged Australia to explore further ways to support the mission. “Australia has the aircraft capacity to make a significant contribution to the peacekeeping effort” said Mr Lisimba. “By donating helicopters, we can ensure that the large amount of aid donated by Australia is safely delivered to those who need it most.” 
The UN Department of Peacekeeping Operations (DPKO) has an open request to all nations for helicopters.  

The Government’s change of policy in regards to Darfur is a powerful signal of Australia’s role as a leader in the international community. For five years we have sat and watched the bloodshed.  Now, we are acting, but there is still a long way to go.
The Darfur Australia Network (DAN)

The Darfur Australia Network is an association of refugees from Darfur and concerned Australians.  We aim to raise awareness about the suffering and continuing injustice in Darfur and advocate for increased Australian and international pressure to resolve the conflict in Darfur.

For more information or to arrange an interview, please contact Alpha Lisimba on 0403 545 467 or Matthew Phillips on 0408 541 717 or email media@darfuraustralia.org 
